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or lay fenced with rivers and defiles; here was no
leaguers in the field, as at the story of Nuremberg,
neither had our soldiers any tents, or what they call
heavy baggage. It was the general maxim of this
war, Where is the enemy ? let us go and fight them:
or, on the other hand, if the enemy was coming,
What was to be done ? why, what should be done ?
draw out into the fields, and fight them. I cannot
say it was the prudence of the parties, and had the
king fought less he had gained more; and I shall
remark several times, when the eagerness of fighting
was the worst counsel, and proved our loss. This
benefit however happened in general to the country,
that it made a quick, though a bloody end, of the
war, which otherwise had lasted till it might have
ruined the whole nation.

On the 10th of October the king's army was in
full march, his majesty generalissimo, the earl of
Lindsey, general of the foot, prince Rupert, general
of the horse; and the first action in the field was by
prince Rupert and sir John Biron. Sir John had
brought his body of five hundred horse, as I noted
already, from Oxford to Worcester; the lord Say,
with a strong party, being in the neighbourhood of
Oxford, and expected in the town; colonel Sandys,
a hot man, and who had more courage than judg-
ment, advances with about fifteen hundred horse
and dragoons, with design to beat sir John Biron
out of Worcester, and take post there for the par-
liament.

The king had notice that the earl of Essex de-
signed for Worcester, and prince Rupert was or-
dered to advance with a body of horse and dragoons,
to face the enemy, and bring off sir John Biron.
This his majesty did to amuse the earl of Essex,
that he might expect him that way; whereas the
king's design was to get between the earl of Essex's